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AIRLINE TRAM SPORT HELOT HATING 

HELICOPTER CATEGORY RATING 

The C i v i l Aeronautics Act o f 1932, as amended, requires that the c e r t i f i c a t e i s sued t o p i l o t s 
s e rv ing i n scheduled a i r t r anspor ta t ion be des igna ted " a i r l i n e t ranspor t p i l o t . " I n v iew o f t h i s 
p r o v i s i o n , Part 21 o f the C i v i l A i r Regula t ions se ts for th the present requirements f o r the issuance 
o f an " a i r l i n e t ranspor t p i l o t " c e r t i f i c a t e wi th appropria te r a t i n g s . 

This amendment t o Part 21 e s t a b l i s h e s p r o v i s i o n s f o r the i ssuance o f an a i r l i n e t ranspor t p i l o t 
c e r t i f i c a t e with a h e l i c o p t e r ca tegory r a t i n g , i n c l u d i n g p r o v i s i o n s f o r the issuance o f a h e l i c o p t e r 
r a t ing t o persons p r e s e n t l y hold ing an a i r l i n e t r anspor t p i l o t c e r t i f i c a t e with an a i rp lane r a t i n g . 
In promulgating t h i s amendment, c a r e fu l c o n s i d e r a t i o n has been g iven t o comment r e c e i v e d i n response 
t o C i v i l A i r Regula t ions Draft Release No . 5 3 - 1 3 , c i r c u l a t e d Ju ly 2 3 , 1953 , the r e s u l t s o f a p u b l i c 
meeting held i n Washington, D. C , i n June o f 195-4, and comment r e c e i v e d i n response t o C i v i l A i r 
Regulat ions Draft Release No . 5 6 - 3 , c i r c u l a t e d January 19 , 1 9 5 6 . 

This amendment d i f f e r s from the d e t a i l e d p roposa l s c i r c u l a t e d i n Draft- Re leases 53-13 and 56-3 
in seme r e s p e c t s . For exaap le , i t does n o t r e q u i r e an appl icant f o r an a i r l i n e t r anspor t p i l o t c e r t i ­
f i c a t e with a h e l i c o p t e r c a t e g o r y r a t i n g t o have an instrument r a t i n g . Inasmuch as no h e l i c o p t e r s are 
p re sen t ly approved f o r instrument f l i g h t and no h e l i c o p t e r instrument ope ra t i ons are au thor i sed , t o 
r equ i re an instrument r a t i n g would make i t necessa ry f o r a h e l i c o p t e r p i l o t t o secure the ra t ing in an 
a i r p l a n e , thus imposing an unnecessary and unreasonable f i n a n c i a l burden upon the a p p l i c a n t . I t i s 
cons idered necessa ry , however, tha t there b e i n d i c a t e d on.each c e r t i f i c a t e wi th a h e l i c o p t e r ca tegory 
r a t i n g that the ho lde r t h e r e o f i s au thor i sed t o p i l o t h e l i c o p t e r s i n accordance wi th ~7FR f l i g h t ru les 
o n l y . At such time as the Board by r e g u l a t i o n au thor i ses h e l i c o p t e r IFR o p e r a t i o n s , Part 21 w i l l be 
amended t o requi re a l l ho lde r s o f an a i r l i n e t r anspor t p i l o t c e r t i f i c a t e w i th a h e l i c o p t e r ca tegory 
r a t i ng t o q u a l i f y f o r an instrument r a t ing b y demonstrating competence and knowledge o f the appropr ia te 
procedures i n v o l v i n g instrument f l i g h t i n h e l i c o p t e r s . 

A person l i d d i n g a v a l i d a i r l i n e t r anspor t p i l o t c e r t i f i c a t e w i th an a i rp l ane ca t ego ry ra t ing 
i s r e q u i r e d , among o ther t h i n g s , t o have a t l e a s t 15 hours o f n ight f l i g h t t ime i n a h e l i c o p t e r t o 
q u a l i f y f o r a h e l i c o p t e r c a t e g o r y r a t i n g . Such a requirement i s cons ide red n e c e s s a r y i n the i n t e r e s t 
o f s a f e t y i n view o f the f l i g h t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f the h e l i c o p t e r ; the degree o f p r o f i c i e n c y requi red 
f o r n igh t ope ra t i ons , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n a u t o r o t a t i v e l and ing c o n f i g u r a t i o n s ; and the l o w weather m i n i -
mums author ized f o r n igh t o p e r a t i o n s . 

In a d d i t i o n , a h o l d e r o f an a i r l i n e t r anspor t p i l o t c e r t i f i c a t e w i t h an a i rplane ca tegory ra t ing 
who d e s i r e s t o ob ta in a h e l i c o p t e r ca t ego ry r a t i ng i s requi red t o complete 100 hours o f h e l i c o p t e r 
f l i g h t time as p i l o t i n command or complete a t r a in ing program conducted by a c e r t i f i c a t e d a i r c a r r i e r 
o r o ther approved agency r equ i r i ng a t l e a s t 75 hours o f h e l i c o p t e r f l i g h t t i m e . The Board cons ide r s 
tha t 75 hours o f f l i g h t t ime under the supe rv i s ion o f an approved agency o r c e r t i f i c a t e d a i r c a r r i e r 
w i l l provide a degree o f p r o f i c i e n c y on the part o f the p i l o t a t l e a s t the equ iva len t o f tha t which 
would be provided by 100 hours o f unsupervised h e l i c o p t e r f l i g h t t ime as o r i g i n a l l y p roposed . 

In e s t a b l i s h i n g these minimum expe r i ence requirements f o r an a d d i t i o n a l c a t e g o r y r a t i n g , the 
Board has taken i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n the 1 ,200-hour exper ience requirement a l ready met by the a p p l i c a n t , 
and the f a c t that p r i o r t o se rv ing i n scheduled a i r t r anspor ta t ion each p i l o t must comply wi th the 
t r a in ing program requ i r ed by the s eve ra l a i r c a r r i e r opera t ing par ts o f the C i v i l A i r R e g u l a t i o n s . 

Further, i t i s the Board 's^.opiriion.that i n s o f a r as s a f e t y . i s concerned , no useful-,.porpose would 
be cerved by requ i r ing p i l o t s p r e s e n t l y s e r v i n g , as p i l o t s^ i n -command i n scheduled a i r c a r r i e r h e l i ­
c o p t e r opera t ions t o accompl i sh the wr i t ten and f l i g h t examinations se t f o r t h i n t h i s amendment. I t 
i s cons idered tha t a s a t i s f a c t o r y l e v e l o f competence has been assured by the accomplishment o f the 
requi red p e r i o d i c f l i g h t c h e c k s , the requirement f o r 100 hours as p i l o t i n command i n scheduled a i r 
c a r r i e r o p e r a t i o n s , and by p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the var ious a i r c a r r i e r t r a i n i n g programs. 

In t e re s t ed persons have been a f forded an oppor tun i ty t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the making o f t h i s regu­
l a t i o n (21 P . R . 6 3 0 ) , and due c o n s i d e r a t i o n has been given t o a l l re levant mat ter p resen ted . 

In cons ide ra t ion o f the f o r e g o i n g , the C i v i l Aeronaut ics .Board hereby amends Part 21 o f the 
C i v i l A i r Regulat ions (14 CFR Part 2 1 , as amended) e f f e c t i v e Ju ly 1 , 195F. 
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1 . By adding new SS 21 .19 , 21.19a, 21.19b, 21.19c, and 21.19d to read as f e l l oust 

21.19 Airline transport, pilot certif icate (helicopter) . An applicant for an airl ine transport 
pilot cert i f icate with a helicopter rating authorizing the piloting of a helicopter under VFR f l ight 
rules only shall aeet the aeronautical requirements of SS 2 1 . 1 9 a through 21 J.9c in l i eu of ?? ZL,15 
through 21J.Sj Pro-rided, That an airl ine transport p i lot cert i f icate -with a helicopter category rat ­
ing and appropriate class and type ratings wi l l be issued to a p i lot who has served for at l eas t 100 
hours as ralot in cccamand in scheduled air carrier helicopter operations within the 12 months immedia­
te ly preceding the date of application and who otherwise meets the qualification requirements of this 
part. 

21.19a Aeronautical knowledge. Applicant shall be familiar - K i t h and shall acccsrsLish a s a t i s ­
factory written examination on; 

(a) Provisions of the Civi l Air RegiiLations pertinent to the air carrier operation of 
helicopters; 

(b) Helicopter design, components, systems, and performance l imitations; 

(c) 3asic principles of loading and -weight distribution and their effect on helicopter 
f l ight characteristics; 

(d) Air t r a f f i c control systems and procedures pertinent to the operation of helicopters; 

(e ) Procedures for the operation of helicopters in potential ly hazardous meteorological 
conditions; and 

( f ) Theory of f l ight as applicable to helicopters. 

21.19b Aeronautical experience. Applicant shall hold a val id commercial pi lot cert i f icate or 
equivalent as determined by the Administrator, and shall havB had at l ea s t 1 ,200 hours of f l ight time 
as pi lot within the l a s t 8 years, of which: 

(a) 5 hours shall have been Irs helicopters within 60 days immediately preceding the date 
of application; 

(b) 500 hours shall have been cross—country f l ight time; 

(c) 100 hours shall have been night f l ight time, of which at least 15 hours shall have been 
in helicopters; and 

(d) 200 hours shall have been in helicopters, of which 75 hours shall have been as pi lot in 
command of a helicopter, or as copilot actually performing the duties and functions of a p i lot in com­
mand under the surveillance of a pi lot in command, or any combination thereof, 

21.19c Aeronautical s k i l l . Applicant shal l demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Administrator 
his ab i l i ty to pi lot helicopters. Such demonstration shall include at l eas t the following: 

(a) Maneuvers consisting of normal take-offs and landings, cross-wind landings, climbs and 
climbing turns, steep turns, maneuvering at miriiHam speed, rapid descent, and quick stops; 

(b) Simulated emergency procedures including fai lure of an engine or other components or 
systems, f i r e , ditching, evacuation, and operation of emergency equipment; 

(c) Autorotative approaches and landings with simulated one engine inoperative; and 

{ j S i-ici. other maneuvers a.s the Administrator may deem necessary to demonstrate the compe-
tence...af the aui l icant . 

21.19d Additional category ratings. 

(a) A person holding a valid air l ine transport p i lot cert i f icate with an airplane category 
rating who applies for a helicopter category rating authorizing the piloting of a helicopter tinder WR 
f l ight rules only shal l : 

(1) Comply with the provisions of *? 21.19a and 21.19c; and 

(2) Have completed at least 100 hours, including 15 hours at night, of helicopter 
f l ight time as pi lot in command of a helicopter, or as copilot act ively performing the duties and 
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functions of a p i lot in cccmand under the surveillance of a p i lot in comiiand who holds a valid air l ine 
transport p i lot cert i f icate with the appropriate helicopter rating, or any combination thereof; or ha-ve 
completed a training program conducted by a certif icated air carrier or other approved agency requiring 
at l eas t 7 5 hours of helicopter pilot-in-coronand, copilot , solo , or dual instruction time, or any combi­
nation thereof of which IS hours shall have been at night. 

(b) A person holding a valid airl ine transport pi lot cert i f icate with a helicopter category 
rating "vrho applies for an airplane category rating shall: 

(1) Coniply with the provisions of Pi 21.15 through 2 1 . IS ; and 

( 2 ) Have completed at l eas t 1 0 0 hours, including 15 hours at night, of airplane f l ight 
time as p i lot in command of an airplane, or as copilot actively perfecting the duties and functions of 
a p i lot in command under the surveillance of a p i lot in coinmand -who holds a valid a ir l ine transport 
p i lo t cert i f icate with the appropriate airplane rating, or any combination thereof; or have completed a 
training program conducted by a cert i f icated a ir carrier or other approved agency requiring at l eas t 75 
hours of airplane pjlot-ih-CQnniand, copi lot , so lo , or dual instruction time, or any combination thereof, 
of which 1 5 hours shall ha-re beer, at night. 

2 . By amending § 21 .34 by adding a new paragraph (e) to read as follows: 

2U3_4 Aircraft category rating. * -a * 

( e ) Helicopter. 

3, By amending I 21.35 by adding a sentence to the end of paragraph (b) to read as follows; MA 
helicopter type rating shall be issued for each type of helicopter." 

(Sec. 205 ( a ) , 52 Stat . 9Si; 49 V . S .C . 425 ( a ) . Interpret or apply sees. 60L, 6 C 2 , 5 2 Stat . 1007, 
1008; as amended, 49 U.S .C. 551 , 552) 

3y the Civil Aeronautics Board: 

fef M . C. Mulligan 

M. C. Mulligan 
Secretary 

(SEAL) 

Part 21 la s t printed October 20, 1956. 


